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Here’s a handy comparison table to help you decide.  Read, think, and decide for yourself

	
	Religion
	Humanism

	Moral codes
	Moral codes are made by God and given to us through holy books. They do not change.
	Moral codes are made by us, not by gods. They change as circumstances change.

	Relations with others
	Treat others as you would like them to treat you (although some religions say their god treats unbelievers badly).
	Treat others as you would like them to treat you.  Secular philosophers wrote that centuries before it appeared in “holy” books.

	Respect for other views
	Some respect the right to hold other views, but not the views themselves if they are not the same as those in a particular holy book.
	Respect the right to hold other views, but not necessarily the views themselves if they are not supported by evidence.

	Purpose of this life
	The purpose of life is defined by God.  We are here to prepare for the next life, after death, whether in heaven or hell or through reincarnation. You are judged after death and are rewarded or punished accordingly, depending on whether you have followed the teachings of the founder of the religion.
	The purpose of life is living.  There is no life after death, so living must be done now.  Part of this is to try to improve the lives of other human beings, because this helps to improve our lives too.  We live on after we die in the memories in others, and through the legacy of what we have done with our life.

	Evil and “Acts of God”
	Either part of God’s plan, which we are not capable of understanding, or a consequence of our own wrongdoing.
	Sometimes bad things happen.  Together humanity has the power to improve the world—and humanity.

	Scientific knowledge
	Science can reveal to us the wonder of God's creation - but where religious texts contradict science, science is wrong.
	With science we are discovering how the world works, and how we can improve it.  Some things we don’t know yet, but rational, scientific enquiry is the best way to find out.

	Nature and the environment
	Nature reveals God’s wonder.   
	Nature is wonderful and inspirational—but it is just natural.  We must care for the environment as we only have one world.

	The origin of the universe and life
	Religious texts tell us that God created the universe and life.
	Science has discovered plenty of evidence explaining how the universe began and life evolved.  Religious “explanations” have no evidence to back them up.

	Existence of God
	God created man and should be worshipped. His existence is revealed through holy books passed down through the generations.
	All gods have been invented by man. There is no evidence that they exist and therefore we should assume that they don't.

	Social reform
	Based on what is best for the present, provided this also conforms with the teachings of a particular holy book.
	Based only on what is best for the present. The teachings of “holy” books are not relevant because they were written centuries ago in times very different from today.

	Human rights
	Attitude varies, although God's rights (and in some cases religion's rights) are more important those of humans.
	Totally committed to human rights.

	Women’s rights
	Attitude varies; some holy books (e.g. the bible) include passages saying that women are subordinate to men.
	Women should have complete equal rights with men.

	Democracy
	Attitude varies, although many religions have privileges ranging from unelected religious Members of Parliament in the UK to theocratic fundamentalist states.
	By far the best form of government.

	Religious education
	Children should be taught from an early age the beliefs of the religion of the country.
	Children should be taught about morals. They should also learn about religions in an impartial way, so later they can choose which if any to follow. Teaching that only one religion is true is wrong; it is indoctrination.

	Cost (!)
	Example: at least £1,200 per annum. (Church of England recommends donating 5% of pay, calculated using UK earnings).
	Example: £30 per annum (membership of British Humanist Association)


For more information, see (for example) www.secularhumanism.org/intro or www.humanism.org.uk

